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Our forum is dedicated to research, discussion, and debate regarding one of history’s most 
enigmatic characters, Countess Erzsébet Báthory. 

Dear Friends, 

I’d like to take a moment to thank you all very much for your support and enthusi-

asm about the book!  Since its publication last fall,  Infamous Lady: The True Story 
of Countess Erzsébet Báthory, has received great reviews!  We’ve also created a  

COBSAE Group and Infamous Lady Fan Page on Facebook and would love to see 

you there!  I hope you enjoy this issue!  We welcome you to share your work and 

interest in Her Ladyship with the group and join us whenever you can! 

~Kim Craft 

Likely, the Brothers Grimm, 
who wrote "Rose Red," the in-
spiration for Snow White, had 
heard the legends of Countess 
Báthory. Many commentators 
believe that she was the inspira-
tion for the Wicked Queen. 
 
According to court documents 
and the testimony of her ser-
vants, Countess Báthory spent 
hours gazing into a Communion 
wafer that was placed into a 
pretzel-like cake. She chanted a 
spell which was supposed to 
make her invisible to attackers, 
and the wafer or host acted like 
a kind of "magic mirror" allow-
ing her to see her enemies and 
"pray against them." The magi-
cal cake was created by Erzsi 
Majarova, a local forest witch.  
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Did Countess Báthory Inspire the Story of the Wicked Queen in the 
 "Snow White” Fairy Tale ?  

This testimony, along with fur-
ther evidence that she also 
smashed mirrors in a rage, may 
have led to the story of the 
vain Wicked Queen gazing into 
her magic mirror to see her 
rival, Snow White.   
 
What do you think? We’d love 
to know!  Join in on our       
COBSAE discussion and share 
your thoughts! 

M i r r o r ,  M i r r o r  O n  t h e  W a l l …  



COBSAE: What interests you most 
about the Countess' life? 
 

RTM: “Everything! That's actually a bit of 
a tricky question; there are so many aspects 
of the Countess's life that were fascinating. 
The thing that initially drew me to the 
Countess was her children.  Any woman of 
that kind of brilliance in the Renaissance 
needs to be recognised, regardless of her 
actions.  Once you understand the world 
that she came from you start to understand 
how a person of such character came to be. 
I feel the Countess has been misrepresented 
in popular fiction and I wanted to write 
something that was heavily cemented in the 
truth.  I also wanted to keep the tone of the 
times, in Royal Hungary, a place constantly 
at war that lived in a cloud of superstitions 
and magical belief, and was always thought 
to be backwards compared to the rest of 
Europe.  Because of the myths and legends, 
and what we all now know from reading 
Infamous Lady, the Countess’ entrance into 
the story was extremely important.  Finding 
out what I can about her life, times, and 
potential glimpses into her personality has 
really helped me shape her.  I wanted to do 
her as much justice as I could and I couldn't 
have done that without Dr. Craft's work. 
When I say I'm interested in everything, I 
really mean everything!” 
 
COBSAE: Could you tell us a little bit 
about your novel? 
 

RTM: “The book is about “Anastasia”, the 
Countess's supposed illegitimate child that 
she gave birth to before she married Ferenc 
Nádasdy, and her life and family.  I know 
that there is no concrete proof that she ex-
ists, but I have decided to go with the idea 
of it.  The plot of the book revolves around 
what happens when some of the Countess' 
women come to collect Anastasia and bring 

her back to her birth mother, as they be-
lieve in some deep magical connection be-
tween the two that the Countess herself 
knows nothing about.  
 
What has been the most interesting thing 
about working on this book is using my 
own creative license to decide how I think 
some of the myths and legends evolved 
from the facts that we do know. That, in 
my opinion, is what makes historical fiction 
so wonderful.  Sorcery is also something 
that plays a large part in the book, not only 
because it was something that surrounded 
the Countess but because of the supersti-
tions of Eastern Europe and the part it 
played in the culture of the time. It helps 
create quite a backdrop for such a story.”  
 
COBSAE: Which other characters will 
you predominately feature? 
 

RTM: “Other than the Countess herself, 
the characters are based on real people; they 
are Anna Darvulia and Erza Majorova, a 
woman named Kardoska who has been 
mentioned in some of the other informa-
tion about the Countess, she is said to have 
been someone who helped gather girls but 
she did not come up in Infamous Lady.   Of 
particular interest is Anna Darvulia, as her 
name has popped up everywhere I've done 
research; she seems to be just as big of a 
player in the whole situation as the Count-
ess herself. I have played into the idea that 
she was in fact a witch, something that I 
believe to be true (but not necessarily to the 
extreme in which I have placed her ).   
 
The executions are also very important. I 
like to think of the Countess's fate as a 
character itself because, really, we would 
know nothing of the Countess without it.  

U p  &  C o m i n g  T a l e n t :  A n  I n t e r v i e w  
W i t h  R a v i n  T i j a  M a u r i c e  

Ravin Tija Maurice is writing a historical fiction novel based upon the Countess’ life and 
the child she may have had before she wed.  Ms. Maurice was kind enough to share a 
little bit about her work, Daughters of Darkness, and we’re proud to preview it here. 
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reader to have an 
understanding of 
what it would be 
like to live under 

the shadow of 
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such a 
reputation.” 
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Gallerie images for this issue  courtesy  of : 
Ernie Garcia  

G a l l e r i e  M a c a b r e  
F e a t u r i n g  U n i q u e   P o r t r a y a l s   o f  t h e  

W i d o w  N á d a s d y    

Right now, as I'm progressing through the writing, 
I'm looking into the extended family, especially    
Gabor, Voivode of Transylvania. I wouldn't be sur-
prised if he comes into the story sooner or later. I 
have not decided if I'm going to include the        
Nádasdy children, yet; I can imagine how they may 
be interested in a potential older half sibling.  The 
story itself is narrated by Anastasia's daughter, my 
fictional creation, and the prologue by a midwife 
that smuggled the Countess’ illegitimate child out of 
Hungary.   
 
I wouldn't have decided to write this book if I didn't 
think there was a chance that Anastasia actually ex-
isted. Others may not agree with my thoughts, and 
that's okay, but the idea of her is the most important 
part of the book and she is another character that is 
predominately featured.”  

COBSAE: How do you want to leave your 
readers feeling after reading it?  
 

“I'd like the reader to have some understanding of 
what it would be like to live under the shadow of 
someone with such a reputation. I hope the reader 
will like my representation of the Countess and I 
hope that people who are interested in the Count-
ess will feel I  have done her the justice that she 
deserves, and that they may gain perspective as to 
why the myths and rumours were started. I hope 
that Anastasia’s story and what happens as her 
family comes across well, and that the reader feels 
some connection to her and her daughter, the nar-
rator. As any writer who writes historical fiction, I 
hope that the readers will feel like it’s truthful to 
the time as they know it and that, for lack of a bet-
ter phrase, I have my facts straight.” 

A n  I n t e r v i e w  W i t h  R a v i n  T i j a  M a u r i c e …  
 

C o n t i n u e d  
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COBSAE: What got you interested in 
portraying Countess Báthory? 
 

VL: “I read about Countess Báthory back 
when I was 11 or 12.  It was some sort of 
book about real-life vampires.  I was into 
vampires before it was fashionable.  I've 
always remembered her story.  I moved to 
New York in 1997 and pretty soon after, 
started creating my own performance 
work.  The story came back to me in 2000 
and I started researching the Countess to 
write a solo show about her.  It was a very 
dark time in my life and realized the subject 
was too dark for me to take on.  Fast for-
ward ten years later, I’m in my second year 
of being an artist in residence at BAX/
Brooklyn Arts Exchange, and needed a sub-
ject for a show.  The idea of portraying the 
Countess came back to me, and I feel like 
I'm now in a grounded place to embody 
her.   
 
I was also very interested in exploring the 
role of the perpetrator (in the safe environ-
ment of the stage), since my last show was 
about being a victim.  
 

Photos courtesy of Angela 
Jimenez & Victoria Libertore 

Her life and legend provides so 
much inspiration for this crea-
tive     endeavor.” 
 
COBSAE: Yes, the legends 
surrounding her are fascinat-
ing.  What do you believe she 
may have been thinking or 
feeling that may have con-
tributed to her "wicked"  
behavior ? 
 

VL: “There's always the ques-
tion of nature versus nur-
ture.  It's hard to know the de-
tails of her childhood and if 
there's a possibility she experi-
enced any kind of physical and/
or sexual violence that could have formed 
her makeup.  Of course, there are people  
that are violated in this way that do not 
become serial killers.  But, there could 
possibly be something in her upbringing 
(that is lost in history) which contributed 
to her violent and sadistic nature.  As far 
as drinking the blood of her victims, I do 
wonder that if she lived today (with plas-
tic surgery being available) if those girls 

e or 
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G I R L  M E A T :  
 

V i c t o r i a  L i b e r t o r e  B r i n g s  t h e  C o u n t e s s  t o  L i f e . . .  

“According to legend, Countess Elizabeth Báthory is the most prolific female se-
rial killer in history. Drinking and bathing in the blood of her victims, she tortured 
and killed hundreds of women. Intrigued by this true story, solo performer            
Victoria Libertore channels Báthory’s essence with intensity, a dose of camp and a 
hint of insanity, all the while exploring why as a society we find naked, twisted-up, 
bloodied bodies of women so damn fascinating.” 
 

Direction by Rosalie Purvis. Dramaturgy by Jen-Scott Mobley. Set design by Jono Lukas. 
Costume design by Jeff Sturdivant.  Websites: www.bax.org  & www.howlingvic.com 

Friday, April 23rd & Saturday, April 24th at 8:00 p.m.  Sunday, April 25th at 6:00 p.m. 

COBSAE member, Victoria Libertore, is an amazing performance artist who is in her second year of 
residence at the Brooklyn Arts Exchange.  Her new production, Girl Meat  is a portrayal of the 
Widow Nádasdy.  Victoria mentions in her blog how reading Infamous Lady helped her gain fuller  
insights into the Countess’ life and develop her character.  We recently had the pleasure of learning 
more about Victoria’s upcoming April show; we hope you enjoy our interview. 

 



Some of the 12 archetypes I'm 
playing with for the Countess are 
the addict, bully and for juxtapo-
sition the angel and damsel.” 
 
COBSAE: What emotions do 
you wish to evoke amongst 
your audience during and/or 
after your performance?  
  
VL:  “In all the work I do, I am 
looking for the humanity in the 
character.  It is easy to villainize 
or glamorize the Countess as she 
is such an imposing figure that 
did such horrific and, I must ad-
mit, intriguing acts.   
 
As the writer and performer, I 
am searching for the woman un-
derneath the legend: the woman 
that had her money worries 
when the King would not repay 
her, the woman who lost two 
children before their time, the 
woman who actually took metal 
and fire and other objects to an-
other person's flesh.  
 
 It would be easy to have the 
show make a caricature out of 
her, sexualize the story or make it 
just plain gruesome; but, my  
 

goal is for the audience to 
take the ride with her to the 
point that, before they know 
it, they are on her side, if at 
least for a little while.   
 
I always aim to engage an 
audience, to entertain and 
most importantly to connect 
with them as a performer and 
character..” 

would not have been killed.  I've 
talked to a lot of people about her 
psychological makeup.  I think there's 
a good possibility that she may have  
born with the genes of a psychopath 
and was in a position of power where 
she could get away with those      
tendencies.”  
 
COBSAE: How do you get into 
"character", and what elements of 
Her Ladyship do you wish to 
bring to life? 
 
 

VL: “ I wish to bring to life what I 
imagine was her powerful and      
intimidating presence.  I originally 
thought I would approach her story 
with lightness and make it somewhat 
campy.  The show has not gone that 
direction at all.  Though I do bring in 
humor (as I like to do in all my 
work), in the showings I've had so 
far, the audience tells me they are 
terrified.  Of course, as an actor, it is 
satisfying to have this strong of an 
impact.  I get into character by doing 
a lot of archetypal energy work.  This 
is an original technique I've devel-
oped of incorporating energetic   
archetypes into my physical,       
emotional, mental and spiritual 
body.   
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“I am looking for the 
humanity in the 

character ...for the 
woman underneath the 

legend…” 

Friday, April 23rd & Saturday, April 24th at 8:00 p.m.  and  
Sunday, April 25th at 6:00 p.m. 

 

G i r l  M e a t   
C o n t i n u e d  
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BAX/Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
421 Fifth Avenue, Park Slope (between 7th & 8th St.) 
Admission $15/$8 (fixed income) 
Reservations are encouraged: (718) 832-0018 

If you'd like to contribute to the development of GIRL MEAT, visit Victoria’s site 
and donate!  It's a tax write-off for you through BAX.   
http://www.bax.org/artist-services/artists-in-residence/victoria-libertore/ 



If you’ve read Infamous Lady, 
we’d love to hear your 
feedback!  Please share your 
reviews with us!  Drop us a line: 
COBSAE@infamouslady.com 

From Amazon.com:  “I Couldn’t Put This Book Down”  
 
Loran Scollo kindly wrote:  
 
I have been searching for an up-to-date and accurate book on Erzsebet Bathory for 
many years now. Up until then, I devoured everything I could possibly find on her 
on the Internet. Finally I discovered 'Infamous Lady' on Amazon.com and purchased 
it instantly. This book answered a lot of my questions and boy, did I think I knew 
Erzsebet Bathory just from reading a few Internet snippets! It turns out that upon 
reading this book, I actually knew very little. How she lived her life, what aspects of 
her were myths/legends and what was actually true, what made her do what she did, 
etc.  Intriguing, frightening and exciting all in one, I finished reading this book within 
two days as I just could not put it down. 'Infamous Lady' definitely has my recom-
mendation to anybody who has an interest in Erzsebet Bathory or even those who 
just want to read an amazing true crime story that took part centuries ago. 

Many thanks to our members who have so gener-
ously contributed to the making of this newsletter:  
 
Kimberly L. Craft: Author, Infamous Lady: The True Story of 
Countess Erzsébet Báthory &  COBSAE Founder  
 
Liz Carrington: COBSAE  Newsletter Production/ Editing 
 
Victoria Libertore: Girl Meat 
 
Ravin Tija Maurice: Up & Coming Talent  
 
Ernie Garcia: Images for Gallerie Macabre  
 
Loran Scollo: Last Word Review 
 
We hope you enjoyed this issue!  We look forward to your 
thoughts and feedback!  If you’re a fan of the Countess and 
would like to contribute to a future issue, please let us 
know!  We’d love to hear from you and feature your work! 
Send your inquiry to: COBSAE@infamouslady.com 
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D …  
N E W S  &  R E V I E W S  

 www.infamouslady.com 

Thank you very much, Loran!  We’re glad you enjoyed the 
book and really appreciate your support!  


